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2021 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
STAY CONNECTED

ADDRESSING PROPERTY TAXES
High property taxes have put many Mainers in
difficult financial situations, especially those living
on fixed incomes. That’s why this year we voted to
raise revenue sharing to shift the cost of essential
services off of property taxpayers. With these
additional funds, our towns will be able to stabilize
property taxes and help more people stay in their
family homes.
We have also expanded the Property Tax Fairness
Credit, permanently changing the eligibility
for the program to provide property tax and
rent relief to an additional 83,000 Mainers. The
Legislature also increased state reimbursements
to municipalities for the Homestead Exemption
Program, a program that allows Maine people to
exempt $25,000 from the value of their home and
only pay property taxes on the remaining amount.

•
•

Maine Legislature website: legislature.maine.gov
Maine House of Representatives Message Line:
(800) 423-2900

To sign up for regular updates from the State House,
including laws under consideration, issues that may
impact our community and information on state
resources, email me at:

Laurie.Osher@legislature.maine.gov

Does the State owe you money?
Unclaimed Property

Homeowners or renters may be eligible for the
Property Tax Fairness Credit. Limits have increased, so if you were not eligible before, you
may now be eligible.

Every year the State Treasurer’s Unclaimed Property
Division releases a list of unclaimed property being
held by the Treasurer’s office for the rightful owner to
claim. Typically these unclaimed assets are
savings and checking accounts, contents of safe
deposit boxes, life insurance policies, utility deposits
and undistributed dividends.

To learn more, visit: maine.gov/revenue/taxrelief/
ptfcsummary.htm or call Maine Revenue Services at (207) 626-8475.

To search the list and see if the state is holding money
for you, visit: maineunclaimedproperty.gov
You can also call (207) 624-7470.

PROPERTY TAX FAIRNESS CREDIT

Dear Neighbor,
The people of Maine have shown
remarkable resilience over the last year
and a half. We have adapted to the
changing course of the pandemic with grit,
protecting the lives and livelihoods of our
fellow Mainers along the way. Especially
during these challenging times, I am proud
to serve our community in the Maine
House of Representatives.
The first session of the Legislature
wrapped up in July after eight months
of hard work. Despite all of the logistical
challenges of lawmaking during a
pandemic, we delivered monumental
victories for the people of Maine.
We passed a two-year budget with
overwhelming bipartisan support that
will stabilize property taxes, fulfill the
state’s commitment to fund 55% of K-12
public education costs and protect our
natural resources. We also voted to
allocate federal relief funds to help small
businesses rebound from the pandemic,
attract qualified workers to fill workforce
shortages and expand access to child care
and public preschool.

Mainers will gain access to regular dental
care. We also approved funding to help
older Mainers and people with disabilities
access long-term care. To address
workforce shortages in health care, we
passed measures to recruit more people
into those fields.
We made much-needed investments in
our state’s infrastructure. Over $50 million
will be put towards the construction of
new affordable housing. We dedicated
$21 million for the expansion of affordable
broadband. Funding will also go towards
improving our drinking water and
wastewater infrastructure to protect public
health and our environment.
While we are between legislative sessions,
I am still working hard for the people of
District 123. If there are any questions
I can answer or support I can provide,
please feel welcome to reach out to me.
As always, it is an honor to serve you in the
Maine House of Representatives.
Sincerely,

The Legislature has taken significant steps
to make health care more accessible. As
a result of our work, an estimated 217,000
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MY WORK THIS SESSION

|MAINE’S SCHOOLS CONTINUED|

During my first session in the Legislature, I was
honored to serve on the Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry Committee.

We know that learning outcomes are directly
tied to external factors like hunger, so the
Legislature set aside funds to keep free breakfast
and lunch available to all students. Many families
experiencing food insecurity do not qualify
for school meals under the current eligibility
guidelines, but with this measure, we have set up
more students for academic success.

Maine’s farms, conserved lands and forests are
among our greatest assets and vital parts of our
state’s economy and way of life. This year on the
committee, my colleagues and I reviewed over 60
bills, held public hearings and amended pending
legislation to better protect our natural resources
and support Mainers’ livelihoods.
I was also happy to introduce several pieces of
legislation related to my committee work, two of
which have become law. My bill, LD 937, directs
individuals from two departments to develop
recommendations for incentivizing carbon
storage in Maine soils. Supporting the efforts
of farmers, foresters and others to manage the
land to sequester carbon in soils is good for the
planet and good for Maine’s rural communities.
I am deeply grateful to have collaborated on this
important measure with folks who work the land,
individuals from the department and those who
study soil science.
Another bill I introduced this session amends
the requirements for membership on the Board
of Pesticide Control (BPC). This bill restores the
BPC statute’s original language which brings the
board’s composition better into alignment with its
stated mission: to minimize reliance on pesticide
use in Maine. This small change protects our
environment and the health of all Mainers.

Rep. Osher joins colleagues as the University of
Maine presents a 3D-printed Dirigo Star to the Maine
Bicentennial Commission for the Maine Bicentennial
Time Capsule.

We also invested federal funds to create grant
programs to expand access to child care and
public pre-K programs. These measures will
improve the education and career outcomes
for future generations of Mainers while also
providing parents with critical child care relief.

ADVANCING RACIAL EQUITY

STRENGTHENING OUR
ECONOMY

Historically disadvantaged racial, Indigenous and
tribal populations in Maine experience higher
rates of incarceration, lower pay and increased
barriers to education, safe housing, food security
and health care. In order to make Maine a more
just place, we must address the causes of racial
inequity.

COVID-19 prevention protocols, supply chain
issues and workforce shortages have put a lot
of stress on our economy. I am proud that the
Legislature was able to pass several measures to
help businesses rebound from the pandemic,
support workers and fill critical workforce needs.

This year, the Legislature passed a historic
measure to include racial impact statements
in the legislative process and provided funding
for the Permanent Commission on the Status
of Racial, Indigenous and Tribal Populations to
support its work. We also passed bills to advance
fair chance employment, preserve fair housing,
require data collection on health care disparities
and improve voter accessibility to ensure that all
eligible voters can cast their vote.

With federal relief funds, the Legislature
created additional economic recovery grants for
businesses and organizations, targeting ones that
had not been eligible for previous COVID-19 relief.
To protect the industries that have powered our
state’s economy for generations, we allocated
$50 million to support growth and sustainability
in agriculture, food processing, the working
waterfront and the forest products industry.

While I am proud of the progress we made this
year, there is a lot more work to do to remove
structural barriers that perpetuate racial inequities
in Maine. I look forward to continuing this
important work in the months and years to come.

With a PhD in soil science and global change, Rep.
Osher brings deep expertise to the Legislature,
advocating for soil carbon storage incentives for Maine
landowners.

|ECONOMY CONTINUED|

Investing in workers strengthens our economy,
so I’m proud that the Legislature dedicated $5
million to attract and retain qualified people
to fill longstanding gaps in our workforce. To
help people train for good-paying jobs, we also
made significant investments in Maine’s career
exploration programs, career and technical
education centers and the Maine University and
Community College Systems.

PROTECTING OUR
ENVIRONMENT
Our changing climate poses many risks to our
natural resources and way of life, so I am grateful
that my colleagues and I were able to pass
historic measures to protect our environment,
mitigate the effects of climate change and reduce
emissions.
The Legislature invested $40 million in the Land
for Maine’s Future program to ramp up our state’s
land conservation efforts. These funds will play
a vital role in supporting the outdoor recreation
economy and tourism economy.

INVESTING IN MAINE’S
SCHOOLS
Investments in our children’s schools are
investments in our state’s future. I am proud
that this year the Legislature fulfilled the state’s
commitment to Maine schools, municipalities and
teachers by funding 55% of K-12 public education
costs. The Legislature also put $45 million into the
School Revolving Renovation Fund to help schools
make critical health, safety and capital upgrades.

Rep. Osher meets with a former student and his
business partner to discuss their work to creatively
address the invasive green crabs threatening Maine’s
soft-shell clams.

Rep. Osher and fellow legislators join
Passamaquoddy leaders for a land dedication
ceremony commemorating the return of land
ownership to the Passamaquoddy Tribe.

To reduce greenhouse gas emissions, we
dedicated funding to help Mainers make
weatherization and efficiency upgrades to their
homes, lowering energy costs and improving
Maine’s housing stock. We also passed legislation
to encourage the use of electric vehicles and
provided funding for municipal partnership
projects to improve climate resilience and
emission reductions at the local level.

